
– Problem Statement and Community Needs Assessment The Opioid Epidemic in Broward County, Florida 
Problem Statement:   The non-medical misuse of prescription drugs, heroin abuse, and consumption of non-pharmaceutical fentanyl analogues are 
fueling an epidemic of death and addiction, as well as other serious consequences in Broward County (NIDA: NDEWS SE Florida  2018 Sentinel Report) 

 

Most Broward residents are not aware that Opioid ODs are reversible with 

naloxone or how to use it nor do they know about Florida’s 911 Good 
Samaritan Law (UWBCCSA Community Response Team [CRT]) 

 

Substance 

Use 

Behavior 

Intervening 

Variables 

Attitudes, 

Knowledge, and 

Beliefs 

Only 59 % of patients receiving treatment for Rx drug abuse in Florida 

reported a great risk of harm if people abuse prescription opioids as 

compared to 82% if they abused heroin and 75% if they abuse cocaine 

(Source: Pritchard, “A Cross Sectional Study of Rx Drug Abusers in Florida 

Treatment Programs”) 

Youth and adults falsely believe if a drug is a medicine it is safe regardless of 

how it is used (UWBCCSA CRT) 
 

Local 

Contributing 

Factors 

An estimated 67% 

of opioid abusers 

in Broward 

County are 

Injecting Drug 

Users.  

(FL DCF 2017 

Treatment Data) 

 

Naloxone for overdose reversals is expensive and not readily available at most 

Broward County pharmacies (UWBCCSA CRT) 
  

There were 2,147 opioid (including heroin, Rx opioids, & clandestine 

analogues) crime lab cases in South Florida during just the first 6 months of 

2018 (DEA:  NFLIS data) 

Florida prescribers are not mandated to use the Prescription Drug Monitoring 

when prescribing a Schedule II Rx Opioid (UWBCCSA CRT) 

48% of patients receiving treatment for Rx drug abuse in Florida reported they 

had purchased prescriptions from a drug dealer (Pritchard Study) 
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Social Access 

 

Improper Medical 

Access 

Significant others of both medical and non-medical opioid users in Broward 

County are not trained how to prevent deaths (UWBCCSA CRT) 

There were 880 Level 5 Doctor Shoppers in Florida between April and June  

2017. (Florida’s Prescription Drug Monitoring Program:  E- FORCSE) 

5% of patients receiving treatment for prescription drug abuse in a FL study 

reported they got them for free from family or friends and 58% bought them 

from family or friends (Pritchard Study) 
 

An estimated 

57,075 people 

aged 12 and above 

living in Broward 

County (or 

3.42%) reported 

past year 

nonmedical use of 

pain relievers 

(NSDUH Sub-

State Data) 

There were 96 

Broward Neonatal 

Abstinence 

Syndrome cases in 

2016, up 231-% 

since 2007. 

 (FL Office of 

Attorney General)  

There were  984 

opioid-related 

deaths and 1,642 

non-fatal hospital 

opioid overdose 

poisonings in 

Broward County 

during 2017.  

(2017 FL Medical 

Examiner Report 

and Fl Agency for 

Health Care 

Administration) 

45 % of all 

primary drug 

addiction 

treatment 

admissions 

(excluding 

alcohol) in 

Broward were for 

Heroin or a Rx 

opioid during 

2017 

 (FL  DCF)  

Substance 

Related 

Consequence 

10,789 Broward 

County middle 

and high school 

students report 

having ever taken 

a prescription pain 

medication 

without a doctor’s 
prescription and 

2,523 (or 3.7 %) 

of high school 

students have 

used heroin. CDC  

2017 YRBS) 


